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(iii) Which the person maintaining 
the fund agrees with the Secretary of 
Transportation will be operated in the 
U.S. foreign, Great Lakes, or non-
contiguous domestic trade or in the 
fisheries of the United States. 

(3) The term agreement vessel means 
any eligible vessel or qualified vessel 
which is subject to an agreement en-
tered into under section 607 of the Act. 

(4) The term vessel includes cargo 
handling equipment which the Sec-
retary of Transportation determines is 
intended for use primarily on the ves-
sel. The term vessel also includes an 
ocean-going towing vessel or an ocean- 
going barge or comparable towing ves-
sel or barge operated in the Great 
Lakes. 

(b) Insofar as the computation and 
collection of taxes are concerned, other 
terms used in the regulation in this 
part, except as otherwise provided in 
the Act or this part, have the same 
meaning as in the Code and the regula-
tions thereunder. 

[29 FR 10464, July 28, 1964] 

PART 392 [RESERVED] 

PART 393—AMERICA’S MARINE 
HIGHWAY PROGRAM 

Sec. 
393.1 Purpose. 
393.2 Definitions. 
393.3 Marine Highway Corridors. 
393.4 Marine Highway Projects. 
393.5 Incentives, Impediments and Solu-

tions. 
393.6 Research on Marine Highway Trans-

portation. 

APPENDIX TO PART 393—CRITERIA FOR INITIAL 
ASSESSMENT OF MARINE HIGHWAY 
PROJECT APPLICATIONS. 

AUTHORITY: Energy Independence and Se-
curity Act of 2007, Sections 1121, 1122, and 
1123 of Public Law 110–140, approved Decem-
ber 19, 2007 (121 STAT. 1492). 

SOURCE: 73 FR 59532, Oct. 9, 2008, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 393.1 Purpose. 
(a) This part prescribes interim regu-

lations establishing a short sea trans-
portation program as set forth in the 
Energy Independence and Security Act 
of 2007 (Sections 1121, 1122, and 1123 of 

Pub. L. 110–140, approved December 19, 
2007 (121 Stat. 1492)). 

(b) The purpose of America’s Marine 
Highway Program is described in Sec-
tion 1121. Section 1121 states that 
‘‘[t]he Secretary shall designate short 
sea transportation routes as extensions 
of the surface transportation system to 
focus public and private efforts to use 
the waterways to relieve landside con-
gestion along coastal corridors.’’ Amer-
ica’s Marine Highway Program consists 
of four primary components: 

(1) Marine Highway Corridor Designa-
tions: This regulation establishes the 
goals and methods by which specific 
Marine Highway Corridors will be iden-
tified and designated by the Secretary 
of Transportation. The purpose of des-
ignating Marine Highway Corridors is 
to integrate America’s Marine High-
way into the surface transportation 
system. The Marine Highway Corridors 
will serve as extensions of the surface 
transportation system and consist of 
the navigable coastal, inland, and in-
tracoastal waters of the United States, 
to support the movement of passengers 
and cargo between U.S. ports, or be-
tween U.S. ports and unloaded either 
at a port in Canada located in the 
Great Lakes Saint Lawrence Seaway 
System; or loaded at a port in Canada 
located in the Great Lakes Saint Law-
rence Seaway System and unloaded at 
a port in the United States, relieving 
landside congestion. America’s Marine 
Highway Program will encourage the 
development of multi-jurisdictional 
coalitions and focus public and private 
efforts and investment on shifting 
freight and passengers from congested 
roads and rail lines to effectively uti-
lize Marine Highway Corridors. 

(2) Marine Highway Project Designa-
tions: This regulation establishes the 
goals and methods by which specific 
Marine Highway Projects will be iden-
tified and designated by the Secretary 
of Transportation. The purpose is to 
mitigate landside congestion by desig-
nating projects that, if successfully 
started, expanded, or otherwise en-
hanced, would provide the greatest 
benefit to the public in terms of con-
gestion relief, improved air quality, re-
duced energy consumption, infrastruc-
ture construction and maintenance 
savings, improved safety, and long- 
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term economic viability. Designated 
Marine Highway Projects may receive 
direct support from the Department of 
Transportation as described in this sec-
tion. 

(3) Incentives, Impediments and Solu-
tions: This section outlines how the De-
partment of Transportation, in part-
nership with public and private enti-
ties, will identify potential incentives, 
seek solutions to impediments to en-
courage utilization of America’s Ma-
rine Highway and incorporate it, in-
cluding ferries, in State and regional 
transportation planning. 

(4) Research: This section describes 
the research that the Department of 
Transportation, working with the En-
vironmental Protection Agency, will 
conduct to support America’s Marine 
Highway, within the limitations of 
available resources, and to encourage 
multi-state planning. Research would 
include environmental and transpor-
tation impacts (benefits and costs), 
technology, vessel design, and solu-
tions to impediments to the Marine 
Highway. 

(c) In addition, vessels engaged in 
Marine Highway operations are quali-
fied for Capital Construction Fund 
(CCF) benefits. This program was cre-
ated to assist owners and operators of 
U.S.-flag vessels in accumulating the 
capital necessary for the moderniza-
tion and expansion of the U.S. mer-
chant marine by encouraging construc-
tion, reconstruction, or acquisition of 
vessels through the deferment of Fed-
eral income taxes on certain deposits 
of money placed into a CCF. 

§ 393.2 Definitions. 
For the purposes of this part: 
Administrator. The Maritime Admin-

istrator, U.S. Maritime Administra-
tion, U.S. DOT, who will be authorized 
by the Secretary of Transportation to 
administer America’s Marine Highway 
Program. 

Applicant. An entity that applies for 
designation of a Marine Highway Cor-
ridor or Project under this regulation. 

Coastwise Shipping Laws. Laws, in-
cluding the Jones Act, as set forth in 
Chapter 551 of Title 46, United States 
Code. 

Corridor Sponsor. An entity that rec-
ommends a Corridor for designation as 

a Marine Highway. Corridor sponsors 
must be public entities, including but 
not limited to, Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations, State governments (in-
cluding Departments of Transpor-
tation) and port authorities, who may 
submit recommendations for designa-
tion as a Marine Highway Corridor. 

Domestic Trade. Trade between points 
in the United States. 

Lift-on/Lift-off (LO/LO) Vessel. A ves-
sel of which the loading and dis-
charging operations are carried out by 
cranes and derricks. 

Marine Highway Corridor. A short sea 
transportation route that serves as an 
extension of the surface transportation 
system to relieve landside congestion 
along the highway corridor. It is one or 
more navigable waterways that, if used 
to transport freight or passengers, 
would provide measurable benefits to a 
surface transportation route in terms 
of reduced congestion, energy savings, 
reduced emissions, improved safety, 
and/or reduced infrastructure costs. 

Marine Highway (or Short Sea Trans-
portation). The carriage by vessel of 
passengers and/or cargo that is loaded 
at a port in the United States and un-
loaded either at another port in the 
United States, or that is loaded at a 
port in the United States and unloaded 
at a port in Canada located in the 
Great Lakes Saint Lawrence Seaway 
System; or loaded at a port in Canada 
located in the Great Lakes Saint Law-
rence Seaway System and unloaded at 
a port in the United States. 

Project Sponsor. Project sponsors 
must be public entities, including but 
not limited to, Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations, state governments (in-
cluding State Departments of Trans-
portation) and port authorities, who 
may submit applications for designa-
tion as a Marine Highway Project. 

Roll-on/Roll-off (RO/RO) Vessel. Any 
vessel that has ramps allowing cargo to 
be loaded and discharged by means of 
wheeled vehicles so that cranes are not 
required. 

Secretary. The Secretary of Transpor-
tation. 

United States Documented Vessel. A 
vessel documented under 46 U.S.C. 
Chapter 121. 
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